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You Are Not the Father       You Are Not the Father     (Matthew 1: 19 - 20   KJV)   Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was  minded to put her  away privily.  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream,  saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the  Holy Ghost.      am a n umber one fan  of the Maury Show.   S ometime ago as I was viewing the show ,   there was a  young lady named Telia on the show ; she was extremely   excited about  DNA testing a   guy   named  Dion to determine if he’d be proven to be her child’s biological father . Dion ,   assured Maury   that   surely  he was not the father, and that Maury would not only be testing him as the eleventh person ;   but  it will  be a miracle if he ever found the biological father.       Telia  assured Maury out of all the other ten guys he invited to the show . This time s he has the right  one!   Before Maury could even read the results ,   she obnoxiously disrespected Dion   to the point,  she  mention ed  that she   told the whole world that  Dion   was the father ,   and   that   it was time for him to step up to  the plate and accept his respon sibility.     Maury received the test results and said to him ,   "Dion when it comes to   Shardea . Mr.   Dion  you are  not the f ather !"   With much excitement, Dion   danced off the stage   in victory , and Telia dashed off the stage   and vanished .     In the case of the child in our text, the bible gives no name of that angel that appeared unto Joseph,  and informed him that he was not the father!  T he text acknowledges this   angel as the Angel of the Lord.   The  words ,   "Angel of the Lord" in research always   points back to Christ and his personage.     Here is the Angel of the Lord (Jesus) appearing in a dream to Joseph ,   while at the same time . He’s  developing in the womb of Mary. What a God!     Here is a baby ,   lying in Mary's womb as a cradle, while at the same time. He’s  sitting in the chair of  sovereignty in Heaven. What a God!     He re   is a baby in the womb of Mary, younger than both Joseph and  Mary,  but yet older than time.  What a God!     What disturbing news to  Brother Joseph , “ Joseph when it comes to  b aby Jesus!   You are not the  father! ”      

I  


Microsoft_Office_Word_Document1.docx
You Are Not the Father



[bookmark: _Toc284005439]You Are Not the Father



(Matthew 1:19-20 KJV)

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

I

 am a number one fan of the Maury Show. Sometime ago as I was viewing the show, there was a young lady named Telia on the show; she was extremely excited about DNA testing a guy named Dion to determine if he’d be proven to be her child’s biological father. Dion, assured Maury that surely he was not the father, and that Maury would not only be testing him as the eleventh person; but it will be a miracle if he ever found the biological father. 



Telia assured Maury out of all the other ten guys he invited to the show. This time she has the right one! Before Maury could even read the results, she obnoxiously disrespected Dion to the point, she mentioned that she told the whole world that Dion was the father, and that it was time for him to step up to the plate and accept his responsibility.



Maury received the test results and said to him, "Dion when it comes to Shardea. Mr. Dion you are not the father!" With much excitement, Dion danced off the stage in victory, and Telia dashed off the stage and vanished.



In the case of the child in our text, the bible gives no name of that angel that appeared unto Joseph, and informed him that he was not the father! The text acknowledges this angel as the Angel of the Lord. The words, "Angel of the Lord" in research always points back to Christ and his personage.



Here is the Angel of the Lord (Jesus) appearing in a dream to Joseph, while at the same time. He’s developing in the womb of Mary. What a God!



Here is a baby, lying in Mary's womb as a cradle, while at the same time. He’s sitting in the chair of sovereignty in Heaven. What a God!



Here is a baby in the womb of Mary, younger than both Joseph and Mary, but yet older than time. What a God!



What disturbing news to Brother Joseph, “Joseph when it comes to baby Jesus! You are not the father!”




When I exegeses this chapter I see:

 

I. The Stunting Disappointment:



Mary and Joseph were betrothed to one another. This was the ancient Hebrew engagement period and it was as binding as a marriage. Surely, they were excited about their future together as husband and wife. 



A marriage was considered legal after the betrothing period. The woman was the man's wife even though she continued to live at her own family home, usually for about a year. That is why a formal certificate of divorce was required to break the vows. That’s also why a woman was considered a widow if the man died before she was taken into his home. 



We are told, "Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph." This means Joseph and Mary had already gone through the first step of marriage and were considered husband and wife. That’s why Joseph is identified as "her husband" (Matthew 1:19). 



In this light consider the fact that Mary "was found to be with child" (Matthew 1:18). At this point Joseph knew only one thing about the child inside Mary. What a stunting disappointment! Joseph knew about the child. That he was not the father. Joseph was not going to broadcast this situation. This could only mean that Mary had been sleeping around. Another man had slept with his wife! As far as Joseph was concerned; he could not and would not take Mary into his home.



II. The Sobering Deliberation:

 

In the midst of this stunting disappointment; Joseph's true self is revealed. We are told that he was a "just" man. This simply means that he was blameless under the Law and that he walked by faith in the Lord. He was a man of God before these events befell him; and what he was in his heart came to surface in his trials.



Joseph was also a merciful, caring, and compassionate man. He did not want to humiliate Mary. He did not want to shame her in front of the entire world. He did not want to publicly accuse her of a serious sin. He did not want to subject her to a district trial. He did not want her to be executed for her sin according to (Deuteronomy 22:20-21). So he decided to divorce Mary quietly.



III. The Satisfying Declaration:

As these thoughts troubled the mind of Joseph; the Lord sent an angel to speak to him in a dream. The angel brought Joseph a word of Explanation, Exaltation, and Exhilaration. Joseph was made to understand the origin of the child his bride carried. He was made to understand that his dream; turned into a nightmare in his heart and mind. 



Joseph is given details of a miracle that much of the world still has not grasped. God entered this world through the womb of a Jewish virgin. Joseph is told that Mary will have a son, and that this son is to be named Jesus. He is also told that this son will be the Savior of the Jews. That is quite a revelation! Concisely, Joseph is made aware that this child is no ordinary baby. In fact, he is the Son of God. His name will reflect that because the name Jesus means "Jehovah is Salvation."

I. The Soothing Dedication:



As soon as Joseph understands what is happening in his life. He reacts in faith. He goes and takes Mary into his home and his heart as his wife. Here’s a response of pure faith. He still does not know how things will work out, but he knows that God is working. And that is enough for Joseph. Joseph's decision must have shocked the whole community. Everyone probably assumed that Joseph and Mary had not been able to wait for the wedding. He was willing to bear the shame of Mary's pregnancy because he knew it was the work of God.



Joseph waited patiently until Mary gave birth to her son. No doubt, Joseph cared for the expectant mother as best he could. When the time came and the baby was born. Joseph did the job of the father. He named the boy Jesus as commanded. 



The child was required to be named by the Father (Luke 1:63). Joseph is saying that he is willing to embrace the plan of God for his life, even though he does not fully understand it. He is willing to raise this child as his own, even though he knows he’s not the father.
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