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Ready or Not Here I Come

(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 KJV)

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

O

ne of my favorite games back in the 70's when I was a kid, use to be hide and go seek. It was a versatile game that didn't cost you a penny; that could be played indoors as well as outdoors. I use to love that game—matter of fact our children love playing this game as it reminds me of what Solomon declared whenever I see them playing it "there's nothing new under the sun" because this will be a game that will be handed down from generation to generations. Some of you remember how we use to play it don't you? It was one of the simplest, yet the funniest games we ever played in those days that we will forever cherish. I remember as a kid hiding under the house, behind trees, in the attic, in ditches, in closets—I hid literally anywhere that I thought that no one could find me. 

Here's the object of the game—you would appoint someone to find you by telling them not to peak until they've counted up to 20 Mississippi’s. I can literally hear the whispers of my past saying, "one Mississippi, two Mississippi, three Mississippi etc" and then the person counting would scream out—Ready or Not Here I come! As you hid you would be as quite as you could, because you never wanted to be found.
When kids play this game of Hide and Seek, the shout, "Ready or not, here I come," means that the one who “it” is coming to look for the others. And again any child who hears that shout and hasn't found a hiding place yet, knows he is out of luck. Well, the Apostle Paul tells us that on the Last Day "the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout." (1 Thessalonians 4:16). The shout probably won't be "ready or not, here I come," but it might as well be! Because anyone who's not ready when Jesus returns will have lost his soul for eternity!

My brothers and sisters in these days of uncertainty how many of you all have been looking to the sky wondering what day that the Lord will call us home. Well, don't be dismayed because one day according to the bible—Jesus will say, "Ready or not here I come!" On the Last Day, we will need to be in a state of personal readiness to meet our Savior in the air. I don't care if your whole family as far back as you can remember has been Christians or if your name is on the membership roll at any church—even if you've never missed a Sunday service in your life—brothers and sisters that won't mean a thing if you haven't got a living, personal faith in Jesus as your Savior and that He's soon to return.
The minutes of our lives are stretching to hours. It's been almost two thousand years since anyone on earth has laid eyes on Jesus Christ. And this same Jesus informs us in His holy writ that He's coming back. He told us to be ready but after so much time we've let our guards down! Who would ever expect the end of the world to come and Judgment Day to arrive tomorrow or next week?
I. The Devotions of His Return:
"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,"
We can't watch Ripley's Believe It or Not to condone what Jesus spoke concerning His return, because it hasn't happened yet. But glory be to God from whom all blessing flow, who has littered one in every twenty five New Testament verses that deals with Christ's sovereign return. Jesus spoke of his return prior to His resurrection, and He's devoted to come for us. He's devoted because death demanded a ransom for us, and Jesus paid the bail by dying for us. In fact, as our good Shepherd He died for us, as our great Shepherd He got up for us, and as our Grand Shepherd He's coming back for us!
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