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Is the Lord among Us or Not       Is the   Lord  among Us or   Not?   ( Exodus 17:7 - 8   KJV)   And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel,  and because they tempted the  LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not? Then came Amalek, and  fought with Israel in Rephidim .   ave you ever wondered if God is real? Have you ever thought to yourself, “What if there is no God  after all?”       The question is often asked in the midst of  crisis or discouragement, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  In the book of Exodus the Israelites ask the very question.   After their escape from Egypt and God’s  destruction of the Egyptian army in the Red Sea, Moses led the people into the desert on their way  to the  Promised Land.     But immediately they ran into trouble:   “ So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the  wilderness, and found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could  not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were  bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah ”   (Exodus 15:22 - 23) .     “And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, w hich  is betw een Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt. And the whole  congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: ”  (Exodus 16:1 - 2) .   “ And all the congregatio n of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the  commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink. And the people thirsted  there for water; and the peop le murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt,  to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst ?”   (Exodus 17:1, 3) .     But the text says, “ And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah,  because of the chiding of the children  of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not? "  ( Exodus 17:7 ).     When it ain’t one thing, it’s another!     While at Rephidim th e enemy struck them unannounced.  The Amalekites came and   attacked the Israelites  while they were empty handed  (Exodus 17:8) .     What is the meaning of Rephidim?     " Rephidim " means " rests " (plural). One cannot take this too far but it does at lea st raise the thought  that we are often most vulnerable when everything seems calm and restful.  The point is that our enemy never  sleeps and we too must remain ever vigilant and on guard   even when   we "rest."  
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(Exodus 17:7-8 KJV)

And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not? Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim.

H

ave you ever wondered if God is real? Have you ever thought to yourself, “What if there is no God after all?”





The question is often asked in the midst of crisis or discouragement, “Is the Lord among us or not?” In the book of Exodus the Israelites ask the very question. After their escape from Egypt and God’s destruction of the Egyptian army in the Red Sea, Moses led the people into the desert on their way to the Promised Land.



But immediately they ran into trouble:

“So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah” (Exodus 15:22-23).

 “And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt. And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness:” (Exodus 16:1-2).

“And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink. And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?” (Exodus 17:1, 3).



But the text says, “And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?" (Exodus 17:7).



When it ain’t one thing, it’s another!



While at Rephidim the enemy struck them unannounced. The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites while they were empty handed (Exodus 17:8).



What is the meaning of Rephidim?



"Rephidim" means "rests" (plural). One cannot take this too far but it does at least raise the thought that we are often most vulnerable when everything seems calm and restful. The point is that our enemy never sleeps and we too must remain ever vigilant and on guard even when we "rest."



The Amalekites attacked from the rear, picking off the stragglers.  You might remember that the Amalekites are the descendants of Abraham’s great great grandson Amalek. Amalek, the son of Eliphaz is the grandson son of Esau which is Eliphaz father. The Israelites are the descendants of Jacob the brother of Esau who are the sons of Isaac who father is Abraham, which makes the Amalekites, and the Israelites first cousins. “These are relatives who refuse to get along.”



The Amalekites always tried to attack the physical as well as the spiritual mobility of Israel. Whenever the children of “God” spiritual mobility is attacked, those who have attacked you will have control over your spiritual outcome if you allow them to!



Here’s what I’m trying to say:



The way you think will determine the way you feel; the way you feel will Influence the way you act.



Regardless of how the Amalekites treated the Israelites! The Amalekites never prevailed. God always in their darkest hour turned their situation into sunshine.



The animosity between these two tribes was already hundreds of years old and would continue for at least another 1500 years down to the birth of Christ when Herod, a descendant of Esau’s grandson Amalek, would attempt to kill Jesus Christ. Treachery ran in the Amalekites family!



In Jewish tradition, the Amalekites became the symbol of evil incarnate:



This was not just a tribal battle. This was an eruption of a cosmic battle between God and Satan. And the battlefield was the people of God. Perhaps, this attack by the Amalekites was an attack against the Israelites because of their ungratefulness toward the Lord. The Israelites were already sinful in their nature, and God was offended because of their track record.



The same is true today!

We too often treat the temptation to sin and even sin itself in our lives as little matters, sometimes even funny matters. Violence, immorality, vengeance, profanity, greed, and sin have become subjects of entertainment, presented in ways to make us laugh.



We hold the burning embers of lust, anger or bitterness to our chests as if they will not burn us. We forget the clear warning of God, “abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul” (1 Peter 2:11).



Satan was out to destroy the people of God then and he is still at it. While Apostle Peter was taking communion in that first Lord’s Supper, even in that great spiritual experience, Jesus looked at him and said, “Simon, Simon, Satan has a desire (has asked) to sift you as wheat” (Luke 22:31).






Notice what Moses instructed:

(Exodus 17:8-10 KJV)

Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.



The focus of the story is not on Joshua on the battlefield, but on Moses who is on the mountain standing with his hands lifted to God, and Joshua is winning the battle against the Amalekites.  



When Moses’ hands are raised with the staff, Joshua is winning battle. In battle the raising of hands symbolize praying and giving reverence to God. When Moses’ hands are lowered with the staff, Joshua is losing battle. The specific mention of the “staff of God” symbolizes God’s presence and power.



· Exodus 4:2-4 - this staff is the one God turned into a snake to convince Moses originally.

· Exodus 4:17-20 - this is the staff God told him to take to Egypt, to perform the miracles of the plagues. It is here first that it was called “the staff of God.”

· Exodus (see chapters 7-12) - It was this staff that the plagues were initiated.

· Exodus 14:16 - It was this staff that parted the Red Sea.



Moses is praying, which is the highest expression of confidence in God, and Joshua is winning the battle. God clearly ordained prayer as the primary means by which the battle would be won. Whenever, Moses’ arms would get tired, he dropped his hands. So the battle would then turn against Joshua.



What was God doing in this?



I think it dramatically demonstrates that the battle belonged to the Lord, not even to mighty Moses.  Moses grew so tried in prayer that Aaron and Hur had to get him a chair, and sit him down, and hold his hands up.



· The chair represented the authority of his Position.



· The holding up of his hands represents the accountability of his Position.



We must realize that God is constantly with us! Remember the question? “Is the Lord with us or not?”



God has answered it in a dramatic fashion:

(Exodus 17:14-16 KJV)

And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi: For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.

And the name he gave the memorial also speaks to the truth that God was the source of the victory over evil – “The Lord is my Banner.” “Jehovah Nissi.”



The American flag is the banner of the United States of America and stands for the presence and power of the USA, so this banner symbolized the real power behind the victory that day because of the Lord.





In conclusion, I would like to ask a question. Will you help lift up holy hands in prayer and not let them down? We need some Aarons and Hurs to help hold our hands up and to keep us praying.  



We need each other, to hold each other accountable for praying, and leading our families in prayer. Our main objective should include praying for our mission as a church, and for praying for the Kingdom of God. “Is the Lord among Us or Not?” The answer is definitely!
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