A New Thing


A New Thing

(Isaiah 43:18-19 KJV)
18Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old.19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.
G

od's prophet Isaiah is ministering to a people demoralized in exile in Babylon. They had suffered much. Their towns and farms of Judah were destroyed, their homeland of Jerusalem was in ruins and the Temple, God's House, was desecrated. The land once promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was now in the hands of others who did not know the Lord God. God had brought the people out of slavery in Egypt into the land of milk and honey, but now they were exiled from that Promised Land. It seemed as if, God had abandoned them. But the words of the prophet went out: 
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing, now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? God's mercy and salvation for Israel were not only past actions, but present and future and what is coming. The Lord says to the people of Israel that his work in the future will be better than the past. 

God's word brings each of us hope. Part of this hope comes from remembering God's saving activity in the past. The people in exile were called upon to remember God's deliverance from Egypt, where they had served as slaves to pharaoh, where life was crucial! They needed a reminder on how God sustained them in the wilderness, as they wandered for forty years, and how God brought them into the land flowing with milk and honey. Although the enemy took the land, he couldn't take God's love from them. 
God was blessing them during their time of suffering in exile. It's overly true, that the Temple had been destroyed, along with its system of sacrifices for sin at the center of Hebrew worship. But God, was doing a new thing with the people in Babylon. Excitedly, without a Temple, the people had gathered together in small groups, in congregations, to study and learn God's Word. All they had left to them were the Scriptures. The people gathered around the Torah, God's instruction and learned in a more personal way of God's loving intention for them. The suffering of the people resulted in a closer relationship with God, and a renewal in their trust and dependence upon God. 
After the prophecy of Isaiah comes to pass, the people of Israel marched back through the desert, to get back home to Jerusalem. And after almost two thousand years in exile, the Jewish people have found a home again in the land of Israel. What God promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 1900 years before Jesus, is still God's promise 2000 years after Jesus. When the Israelites were about to give up, and felt as if life was going nowhere, God showed up and showed out!
Have you ever felt that your life was going nowhere? You felt like you were doing the same routines again and again, day after day. You felt like you were in a sort of stuck-up position where you felt you could not do anything to change your present condition with absolutely no hope. It felt like a desert experience and you felt very dry. But, somehow and someway with a lot of baggage on your shoulders, you were determined to keep pulling on. And you knew without a shadow of doubt, that God was doing a new thing.
We need to understand that God, is far more interested in our future than He is in our past. Some people think that God is stuck on their past. And all He wants to do is remind us of the things that we've done wrong. Again, God is more interested in our future than He is with your past. That’s where you’re going to spend the rest of your life. He says, “Forget about your past. Forget about the former things. Don’t think about it. And certainly don't let your past determined your future! God is going to do a new thing. Whatever held you down in the past, God will redeem you, and lift you up into the right now.
Every believer longs for redemption from our problems, pains and perplexities of life. But the world says our past defines our future, and our future in knowing, will validate what we shall become. And sadly, religion and the world hang this cloud of guilt over our head. It says, this is who you should be, ought to be, would have been, if only you were not who you are. To relieve our guilt, today’s world turns this around, and says you should blame others for who you are. But, redemption does not come in blaming others, but trusting in God.
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